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National Coalition for
Asian Pacific American
Community Development
National CAPACD’s mission is to
improve the quality of life for
low-income Asian Americans,
Native Hawaiians, and Pacific
Islanders by promoting economic
vitality, civic and political
participation, and racial equity.
One of National CAPACD’s platforms
is to understand gentrification.

WHAT IS GENTRIFICATION?
GENTRIFICATION
Definition: a complex and controversial
issue, but holistically, it is seen as a
rapid transformation of a
community’s dynamics when a more
affluent (and more powerful)
community displaces one that is less
affluent.
In other words, it is a forced economic
and physical displacement of the
poor, often people of color.

Where we live determines our access to:
●
●
●
●
●

affordable, high-quality health
care
nutritious food, clean water
green spaces (i.e. parks)
public transportation
physical safety

Racial discrimination, evidenced partly
through residential segregation, affects
health through numerous pathways.
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http://www.nationalcapacd.org/data-research/neighborhoods-a
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Lack of affordable housing,
gentrification, and displacement are
taking low-income households further
away from human services, healthcare
providers, and social networks.
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●

There is a strong, disproportionate
tendency of low-income Asian
American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific
Islanders (AANHPI’s) to live in the most
expensive and hottest housing
markets.

AI/Alaskan

●

% of Poverty Population Who Live In the
Most Expensive Rental Markets

EXPIRING HOUSING SUBSIDIES
●
●

●
●
●

Timeframe: Now → End of 2020
Location: Low income &
hot-market AANHPI
communities
51,269 units
34 different states
Target populations: families,
the elderly, and the disabled

Washington, D.C. has the second most
expensive rents in the country, and
more than 50 percent of the city’s
affordable housing stock has vanished
since 2009.

How is gentrification
affecting the health of
low-income AANHPI’s?

Methods of Research &
Database Development

Sources of Data and
Processes of Utilization

●
●

Identify hot market* zip codes based on
indicators for expensive and most rapidly
rising housing costs

●

Develop a national database of 2 health
indicators for more than 33,000 zip-codes
Analyze and assess trends of the impact of
gentrification on health of low-income
AAPI’s using random sampling
Sources: https://www.policymap.com/
https://nationalcapacd.org/

American Community
Survey (ACS)
2010 United States
Census Bureau
Third-Party Data
Provider: PolicyMap

Health Indicators
●
●
●
●

Likelihood of Cancer
% of Pop. Uninsured
% of Pop. W/ Poor Health
Life Expectancy

Data and Findings
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CONCLUSION
●

Gentrification and the increasing
prevalence of hot and expensive
housing markets are taking a toll on
AANHPI’s health.

●

Understanding the risk of subsidy
expiration and hot markets is vital to
helping the low-income AANHPI
communities in advance.

●

The study also demonstrates the
importance of data disaggregation.

NEXT

STEPS

There is a huge lack of research and data on health of AANHPI’s. Physical and
emotional well-being are essential to quality of life; without it, we will unable
to tackle larger issues in our community. Understanding data disaggregation
and putting more resources to this field is a crucial first step.

Skills We Applied & Acquired
Identifying the problem and proposing an accurate,
effective, and practical path to solution
Contacting solution partners and practicing
professional communication skills
Collaborating on a team effort through various
meetings and discussions
Collecting and analyzing data
Assessing current and future implications of
quantitative and qualitative data
Drawing valid and solid conclusions based on
accurate evidence and experiences

